








June 22, 1861

Desr Folks, o A ; i

& recelved Mom' s letter of the 20th this mp*nlng, it seenms,

that; mallrgets from the Bronxito here fasger than it .does_

to Manhattan Fipst of.all, please excuse all the typ@g

graphi eal errors. I am wrestllng with Alice's old typewriter
and, anywa ¥ I1've begen out of proacticé for a while - it Ralready
seems years awa y from Codumbia UanPPSIty and Messrs. Smth
llazzeo and Co. ' The only:reason I'm sitting herewith the
typewriter and not.out being a tourist is.that it's justah

too hot - over a hundred. in the last three days, and yeskterday
I.tried; reliving the past and air-mattrass-f loated down the
Merced Riv er like a fool in the sun, although I enjoyed

it as muchj as six years ago with Kathy Kohl, all of. which

I remember like yesterday, and got a tremendous sunburn and af now
red.as a lobster and peeling like an onlon(whlch sounds 1like

an. interesting dish).

Well I 'don"t know where the hell %o start15 I got out of descrip-
tion last time by being philosophical but that's not goigg

to nggrgngnﬁogorge%ogynggg anaiiegyg$g£§gﬁlng ¥Tgw 1n'%%e'

Vséhtence.{

® Fee

The flrst part of ‘the trlp, the driving , wWas really'a Good
Thing. All four' people along had so much in common{ I started

whistling "Baudamas' from the Bach Mass &hd twé others gjoined
in, we all had sleeping bags and an itching for 'adventure
and‘w1ld summer ‘plans and Dave had taken philosophy and

a long- discussion about induet ion' and ethics in the Yellwwstone
Canyon Lodge and the rcognition of the most Speetacular hhing
we had seen was a skyscape crossiygg a hundred mile wyomigg basin
a nd dirty cloth es and smell and-slovenlineSs and the wierd
_girl from Sherman Ave. turned out to be a real swinger although
and ugly as SiE and I bumped into'her two weeks later at
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Museum in:San- Franc1sco she was staying in Berkeley and

was the only person in the world that'I knew that was st@aying
in“the Bay Area.) Cynthia turned out to be really schwingend

a nd urbane and experienced as hell and wouldn't take crap
from anyone, especially from me in'any of many ways. It

was her car and she' was oldest and ‘was boss and although

I took a heavy fall for her' ', she left‘no doubt that agy
advances would be futile. "A good healthy bdow to the ego.

I hope“at the end of the summer to edéme back with her' to

New York: :she may drop in at Merced Lake since she is' coming
t'0 Yosemite 'anyway, to pick me up. g &

You must*sometlme, even if youwgo as fast as we.did, take

the tripypacress the country by car. The is so much to: see
that(is more.than attractions; just, the space; for exam@e,
that you don't really have to stop and spend .t006. much time
fori: The trip is what'g important and not necesaar;tly kz the
dest;natlon in this case. : » iy

Two' days we Spent'oh top of Mount Washburn: Deserted fire
lookout with all the paraphinalia), view fof hundreds of miles
in all directions, seeing the rain in one part, clouds in
another, sunshine in another, above it all, with stove



last years.food provisions and melted snow for water. Relaxed
got used to the altitude, cooked, fooled around with the

fire station toys, read and chewed the rag. We were sick
with exhaustion from the ascent, being out of traingng,nat
used to the altitude and carrying fifty pound pack. But
oh’'that freedom of having everything with'!you,-absolately
no committments and the ability %o do whatever you' want,

whereger you want whenever you want. On- the way down

the mountain came‘the end to it all however, before the
real adventure stérted * i had planned to hitch freights

of the mail traim to S. F. The bus ride was passed in a
kind of half delifium - Islept most of “the forty hours and
didn't put a thing in my stomach for four deys, but it was
kind of fun:sitting in that one seat not knowi ng‘day- from'
night, the blindisg Utah sun blending' with the passing neon
lights“of Eilko and Reno Nevada. 'The bus arrived ia San
Francisco'on Wedhesday morning which turned out to“be the
hottest day in the ecity in' the last sevently yesrs. As I
stagzered off the'Greyhound 'and into the neasrest Barber

shop I was wearing the same shirt(the blue wool one) dungarees,
Red Hat socks underwear aud,kiking boots, ImXWRIZRXXXEEFEXXEI
beard. and hair in whidc I had ridden accross the United States
and|climbed mount§Washburn and slept every night and gotten
sick. My face muSt have been a pale shade of chartreuse.
After the partial rehabilitation of a shave and a hairett. -
the damn oriental barber exposed my raw sould to the elements
by giving me-a crew cut --1 phoned ;the Werths and got instructions
o.n-how to.get there by bus.. My pack had gotten stuck o, mewhere

. along.the lime and wouldn't arrive until the next -day, @S0

was condemned to roam the city in 95 degree heat in my
mountaineering elothes. Once at the Werths,.Il begged-foﬁ
a (shower and a.bed and to be left alone till my.stomach
subside@, all of which was Benerously gramted. When I neXxt
revéved consciousness the disease Dad passed over and I

was ra vis hingly hungry. : : q e S8 O
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