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Harie

When I was a little girl she w as my favorite aunt. She was

different from all the other aunts which surrounded me with lTove

at that

few

and critizism. She had charm, elegance, humor, and although

time [ could not define it, she was good compuny. Growing u

vears older, [ had a "crush" on her. Il was tlie age when. young girls

fall in love with older women, the liue before they realize the

opposite sex.

Soile of my early crushes were teachers, some were

wouien i met or only adanired from the distance. aAll this changed

by the time I was fifieen, wiuen boys showed interest in

ule .

But wy aunt Harie, married to my mother's brother, remained

Hly'

close pal and friend until the day when we received the teleplione

call from New York that at last she had found peace at age 93.

tiarie was not of our faith, and around 1920 this was unusual

iiie

My grandmother -

in a wig fawily as ours. Several generations had lived in salle

city, and there had never been an intermarriage.

as [ was told later - was adawmant in her opposition to her son's

marriapge to his lady-friend. ile had coniracted syphilis at an early

age from some previous relationship, and llarie nursed him back ¢

to alnost couplete recovery by feeding him lots of cottace-~cheese!
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otherwise .

itc had lost the sipght ol one eye,but .recovered coupletely from

this dreadeé disease. lle was an intelligent,capable businessman

and nol only made a very vood living for Marie and himself,but

helped in and outside of the large fawily,whenever help was needed.

L1 toolk several

and sceing that

loved ilarie,she

years until ny grandmother
lier son was happy and that

alt last reconeiled -herself

accepted the situatiion,
everybody in the family

to the faect that ner

sonn had a right to chose a wife he loved. -

In 1933 the political scene in Germany changed drastically.

AS Ltler toolkk over wore

and more power,the danger for mixed marriages

increased. L0 appeared
be a orotection for a
alohl pRekBeEXENEXEARpXR

in the beginning that a non-Jdewish partner
mgrriacve = : ,
from The threats of the new regime,but

e

it 1937 1t was obvious that mixed couples had either to separate or

tcave their country or go underground. ilarie, always an optimist and .

1

ite a limited educution at school, had the idea to” move Last,to
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clioslovakia,to escape the political threat. She convinced her husband

Tast was the solution for saving their money and their

lives. -he amade a home for her husband and herself in Prague, .



.
where she had several friends who helped her in finding living quarters.
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Ve received short letters telling us that they are comlortable,and

that they would uail silall packages to us in the United States. These
pachkages arrived for several months, containing postal-stanps, My uncle
hoped to salvace sowe of their savings by speculating in staunps - which
according to staaprdeaiers in the U.5.wvere practically worthless!

We saved all these pnckuges,hupinu thal sooner or later we could hand
it over to them,liovefully in Alierica. .iow wronyg we wvere...ln ilarch 193¢
Hitler woved into Czechoslovakia which formed the beginning of the
savage drive into lungary aund Poland. Ye received no Iurther neys

from Prague.. . The next MeSsage was a postat card from [taly,

written by uarie.(ﬁu JUsts g feow Wurd§?bhe told us that she reached
{taly,after having stayed in Urague alone,her hLusband had chosen

to move further Last,to reach Poland. They had agreed to ieet in

Italy al a certain address,lhoping that t‘u@elling separately would

be less hazardous than as a couple. She hu&/receiVQd a @horiymeSsage )
from a friend of her husband that he had vitnessed my uncle's end on

a forced march from Krakow to an exteruination caump. Would we help her
to come to the U.S2?

Je organized g weeting of whatever was left of this Barl of the
Fawily,and decided despite our nmoderate circumstances to puvol our
resources and send her the required gqffidavit for immigration into
the U.S. Since none mf:us was a blood-relative of the prospective
livaigrant,the amount required by the lmaigration Service was lilgher
than if it would have bee;[if.qothelyjkLLheIgl)rothel‘(1r sister,but we
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iplished what we hud set ot _dor and in 1947 jarie set Lfoot on
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UySerround. apter several weelis of adustment she was able to find
& position  as a houselecper in a deutisi's Fawily in a -
suburb of New York. lHer wnowledge of tnglish was almost Al but
Her personality wnade people like her lismediately. after having
improved her knowledge of the language she was offered a postition
@5 a coupanion-lady E&tk well-to-do older lady in hew Jersey. This
Job she held until the lady died and her services were no longer
ieeded. She had becoue part of the lamily,she prepared the food
For the Jewish hiolidays, she participated in the various rituals
s 1l slie was Lorn with this background. iler Suuliers wverce spent
lu a luxurious hotel in atlantlic City where she had a comfortable
=y ush to be with the lady who lad hired her. From then on she
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With the help of a restitution organization in New York, and using
her own wits,. she was able to handle her financial claimstowards
Germany. o G She was Jully Léntt}ijtﬁcﬁmﬁm?ﬁzéﬁt%nher husbands
. [payments ol R . .
terrible fate. The moiithly’ indeunification and the the Social
Security frowm her work in the U.S. enubled her in her laters to lead
. a coufortable life. She travelled,visiting friends and relatives
in Israel,California and returned several times to Gerwmany where
she had cuusins,bu{ she would never consider to return to her native
country permanently.
lnowing that the day vould cowe when she had to make a decision
what to do in her "real" old age, she was already in her high
eighties, we tried to gel her interested in looking for a place
to retire, aun idea she opposed violently. She lived in a small
furnished room in iiidtown Manhattan, in a most dangerous neighborhood.
Atlacks on the elderly were a daily occurrence,but she was not :
-afraid. A mugger once grabbed her handbag and she ran after him and
;sl;()‘t 1 bacik!
Glaucouma and several other ailiwents did not deter her to walk
20 blocks for a luncheon date or a shopping trip to the departiment-
stores. she . 2ways dressed in good taste and chose good guality.
Tlie beuuty-parlor was an important factor in her life,and blond
was the color of her hair to the very end. At last,when she had
her ninetieth birthday we induced her to apply for admission to one
of the best relirement—apartments,vhere she also would be taken care
of in case a nursing-home was required. She was accepted and we
arain travelled to iew York to assist her with the moving of her
belongings to the howme. Ve wnew that she would adjust,und she did.
Si.e loved it frow the first woment on,to have her own little apartment
wiiere she could umake her breakfast,but had her weals during the day
with the other occupants of tlie building. She made friends as fast
as she had made them in her younger years,and we just hoped that
her rsreat wish,not Lo ihiave to move into the nursing-home would be
fulfilled. and her wish gaamc.true. The telephone-call from New York,
oin & freezing cold morning informed us that she had closed her
cves FTor ever,and thal the intemnded transfer to the nursing-houe

was cancelled.
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I"lying to New York, to.arrange for—the funeral arrancements,our
houshts were with the past. e intended to invite the few friends
she had left to attend the wmemorial-service she had wanled and
which she had planned - but nobody was able to come....1 was below
freezing, the streets were icy,and the pcople who knew her,were
afraid to leave their homes. Ve h?a to cancel the service and
begin the task of liquidating lier apartuent and take care of the
immcediate nccessities. By looking over Ler papers we found a yellow gheet
of .statiochary  ,aud in her handwriting it said: (trandlated {row Gérwan)
"No mass wall be read,
Mo Kaddish will be said,
Nothing will be said,and
llothing will be read
un the day of my death".

This oripginally is a poem by leinrich Heine.



