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By the tlme Dante wrote the DlrrlEe CqUqdy, lt was almost
lmposslble to speak of the Chrlstlan d-octfrlne of resurrectlon
of the body wlthout uslng lmagery from the Sqng of Songs. The

reason for thls was that the Song had been read by Chrlstlans
as an allegory of the "marrlage" of God and the Resurrected-
Church slnce the tlme of Or1gen, who orlglnated the allegory ln
240 AD. Perhaps lt ls for thls reason that Klng Solomon, the
assuned author of the Song, Is made the spokesman for the doctlrlne
of resurrectlon tn the slne Conglg. Thls essay will concern

ltself wlth the tnfluence of marr1a65e lnagery from the Song of
9qngS on the Dj.vJnq Conqdll as lt relates to resurrectlon of the
body and flnal unlon wlth God through love.

The essay ls dlvlded lnto four sectlons. The flrst d.1s-

cusses the slgnlflcance of Solomon ln the Copedy as a Chrlst-type,
as an archetype of the Wlse Monarch, and. as an author.l After
establlshlng that Solomonrs authorshlp of the So4g probably ln-
ftuenced. Danters cholce of hln as spokesman for resurrectlon, the
flrst sectlon consld.ers resurrectlon as presented In the Blble.
The second. sectlon deals wlth the allegorLzatl-on of the long as

lt reaehed Dante, through Bernard, author of Sq!-nons qn the S-ong

of Songq. The thlrd sectlon ls a canto-by-canto d-lscusslon of the
Co4g4y,q lmages of resurrectlon as lnfluenced by the allegorlzed
SOne, The essay ends wlth oonslderatlon of the most lmportant
"lesson" drawn from the Song by the Church fathers, that love nust
be ordered. accord.lng to dlvtne prlorltles lf, rnan ever lntends to
unlte wlth God. Thls ldea ls central to the concept of resurrectlon
as presented- ln the QoggqJ and to the @3X. as a whoIe.



SECTION I

KIng Solonon's role ln the Dlvlne Conedv ls spokesnen for
the doctJrlne of resurrectlon of the body. Dante and Beatrlce
are ln the clrcle of the t lse ln the sphere of the Sun when they
encounter the anclent klng who "breathes fron such s love that

all the world belotr hungers for news of ll ."2 It seens strange
at flrst that Solonon ls encountered ln Parad.lse, rather than ln
Purgatory or HelI. He was the subJect of nuch controversy ln
the lrledlevel Church.l To th" chrlstlans he seened orlental,
aensuous and pagan. Hls fondness for women and propenslty for
bulldlng shilnes to goddesses of fertl11ty renoved h1n fron the
favor of the Jahvlst, or legallstlc wrlters of the Book of KlnAs,
and thus fron the favor of the strlcter elenents of the Church

ln Danters tlne.4 Dante ls Eahlng the rather unorthodox assertlon
that hts worth as a Wlse nan, author and nonarch who brought lastlng
peace durlng hls relgn outwelghed. the "slnful" last years of hls llfe.
Stranger than Solononrs posltlon ln Paradlse ls the fact that
an O1d Testanent character should be the spokesnan for resurrectlon,
one of the central and dlstlngulshlng artlcfes of New Testanent
falth.

There are *n" "$orr" why Dante could have found Solouron

a sultable speaker for resurrectlon. Chlef anong theE are hls
Wlsdord, hls lnage as a preflguratlon of Chrlst, the rrltlngs

attrlbuted to hln ln the Vulgater Proverbs, Eccleslestes, W1sdon

and the Sons of Songs. Although all of these reasons are lnportant,
and w111 be brlefly dlscusseal, the prlnary connectlon between the Klng
and the doctorlne ls, I belleve, hls authorshlp of the Song.
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The Wlsdom of Solomon, Aqulnas tell-s the reader in PaEg.d.-lse,

Canto 10 ls "so deep that, lf the truth be true, there never arose

a seeond- of sueh vlslon""5 Later, trt Canto I), ltne 90, he explalns
thls Wlsdom more fuIIy, 'o I have not spoken so darkly but that thou

canst see that he was a klng, who asked- for Wlsdom so that he nlght
be flt to be a klng...Therefore, lf thou note thls ...(thou seest)
that royal wlsdom ls that unmatched vlslon on whlch the arrow of
nny lntentlon strlkes." Solomon ls the acme of wtsdom necessary to
rule well, Hls 1s-not valn lntellectual agllltyr but regal pru-
d.ence. It ls practlcal wlsdonr based- on rlghtly ord-ered. 1ove15

that 1s eoneerned wlth the practlcal problems of cholce and actlon.
Cholce lnp}les the counsel of the lntellect and the deslres of
the flesh. Solomon's wlsd.om lles ln hls "marvelous capaclty of
med-latlng between the lntellect and- the concuplselbIe. "7 He was

dlvlnely appolnted"S and ln hln the "supreme vlrtue of wlsd-om was

ratsed to the glft of propheey and he became the eternal rlght
ruler ln terrporal affal?s. "9

Royal wlsdom ln the earthly sense glves a foretaste of the

Dlvlnely Royal Wlsdorn wlth whlch the trlumphant Chrlst wl11

rule the Resurrected" Clty of God In the Last Days. Thus, Solomonl

who possesses that "royal wlsd-omr" comes close to enbodylng the monarch

Dante longs for 1n De Monarchla. Dante states ln Book I' Chapter

rv of MonarchlalO that the

on,wopk proper to the human raee, taken as a whole, ls
to keep the whole capaelty of the potenttal lntellect
constantly actuallzed, prlmarlly for eontemplatlon, and"
secondarlly, by extenslon and for the sake of the other'
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for actlon. Anct..,lt ls evldent that ln the qutet or
tranqulllty of peace the huDan race ls the nost freely and
favoiabty dlsposed toward. the work proper to lt--whlch
ls alurost dlvlner even as lt ls saldr 'Thou hast Eade hln
a tlttle lower than the angels.' Whence lt ls Eanlfest
that unlversal peace ls the best of all those thlngs whlch
are ordalned for our blessedness.

Danters ldeal nonerch has the hlShest degree

aII nen, for "under a perverted Soven nent a good

eltlzen, but under a r18ht one, a Sood nan and a g

are conve?tl.b1e terns. And such rl8ht Sovemnents
to wltr thet men should exlst for thelr own sakes.

for nan ls the deslre to Eake hlE truly free.

He had "peace al1 around hln on alf sldes...afl th
onon.'12 Accordlng to nany sourcesrlS th. reblrth

of the PeaceabLe xlngd.onl4 under a nessd.anlc leade

hope for a messlah ?tas ln large a hope for the ret
a klng wlth:

the splrlt of understandlng and wlsdonr.rthe s
counsel and nlght' the splrlt of knowledge
of the Lord...wlth rlghteousness sha11 he
The wolf shalI t1e down wlth the IaEb end the
shaLl Ile alown wlth the kld...and a llttle ch
lead then. (fsalah l-lz2-6)

By pronlslng hls followers cltlzenshlp ln the
Klngdorn, Jesus fu1fllled the OId Testanent type of
ruler over a Peaceable Klngdon and went beyond lt.
sees Solonon rewarded. ln Paradlse by belng deslSna

Sol-oEon was farned In Hebrew tTadltlon as the ce of Peace'j

f love for
1s a bad

cltlzen
purpose freedonl
It True love

days of Sol-
of Solonon as

. The Jews'

of Solonon,

rlt ofthe fearthe poor.
1eo pard
ld shalI

Melchlzed.ek was a central hope of Israel ln the e bll shEent

Re su?re ct ed

Solonon as

Thus. Dante
ed spokesnan
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for resu"rectlon, the nlracLe that wt11 conplete ahd perfect

the Peaceable, but earthly, Klngdon over whlch he ru[.ed whlIe a1lve.
There are other parall,eLs between Solonon andl Jesusl one

of then has to do wlth Solononrs nost slgnlftcant aftton, the
erectlon of the flrst pernane^t TenpLe ln JerusAlen The tenple
was an often used netaphor for the body ln the New Testanent.
In I Corlnjbh:le4q 3tI6-I7, for lnstanc€, lt ls saldr "...)r€ ar€

the tenple of God and that the Splrlt of cod dwelleth ln you.
If any nan deflle the tenple of God h1n sha1l God d.estroyl for
the tenple of God ls ho1y, whlch tenple ye are." ,jesus also
referred to hls body as a tenple whlch, lf destroydd, would be

ralsed agaln ln three deys. Jesus pronlses to rals$ the tenple
of the body as Solonon dld the tenple of earthly w$rshtp. Solonon.s
concern for the tenple of the Lord. 1n the Old. Testdnent sense leads
to hts concern ln PaTadise for the resurrectlon of the tenple ln

the New Testanent sense: the resurrectlon of the body.
The Book gll Matthew Eakes two speclflc connec$lons between

Solonon and Jesus, both of whlch are apocalyptlc. The flrst ls
ln Chapter 6228-3Ot "And why take ye thought for r4lnent?
Consld.er the ll}les of the fleld, how they grow: they to11 not,
nelther do they spln: and yet I say unto you that Solonon ln
alf hls glory was not arrayed IIke one of these. Wherefore,
lf God so clothe the grass of the fleld., whlch today ls and
tono?ro$ 1s cast lnto the oven, shall he not nuch nore clothe you,
O ye of llttle falth?" The context of thls passage ln Matthew
ls the Sernon on the llount, 1n whlch Jesus pronlses reward !n

-heaven fo? sufferlng on earth and warns people to arrange thelr
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values accordlng to God's standards and not thelr own. Thts

pessege ls tradltlona1ly lnterpreted to refer to the after-1Ife,
when the souLs, whlch are not "tonorrof cast lnto the oven,rl
are "clothed" wlth the lncorruptlble, resurrected body.

The second passage ls &tthew !22422 "The queen of the south
shal1 rlse up ln the JudgEent wlth thls genelatlon, and sha1l
condeEn lt. For she cene fron th

to hear the wlsdon of Solonon, and

1s here." Thls passage establlshes
Jesus and Solonon, but between Sheba and the Church, whlch ls
at the heart of the chrlstlan allegory of the g-9!g r 15 A11 of the
Chrlst-Solonon paralLeLs nentloned. so far touch irpon elther the
I€st Days of the Apocalypse or upon resur?ectlo4 whtbh ls assoclated
wlth the Last Days.

Thls connoctlon ls nade expllctt by Bernard ln hls Sermons

on the Sons of Sonssr "Our Chrlst ls the flrst and chlefest Flower
of the Hurnan race. Jesus ls the Rose of Sheron ancl the Llly of

the Velleys...IIe appeared as the Flrst Frult of Resurrect lon. ',15
These eplthets are taken fron the [q, Chapter 2 r 1, where they
apply to Solonon. Bemard nekes the connectlon between Chrlst
and the Lover of the Song, ln speclflc reference to resurrectlon.
Thls partlcular ldentlflcatlon ls, f belleve, very lmportent ln
the Dlvlne Conad y.

The three works attrlbuted wlth certalnty to Solonon ln the
Vul-gate are Proverbs, Eccl-eslastes, and the Song El Sor"a".17

iThese wrlQngs were consldered by Orlgen to cover the three branches
of lolowledge over whlch Solonon had been granted donlnlon by the
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Lord. Eccleslastes, he saw correspondlng to the area of Natural
Knowledge, Proverbs to Moral Knowledge and the Song of UE to
Inspectlve Knowled.ge.18 Eccleslastes I recurrlng thene ls, trVanlty

of vanltles, salth the Preacher, vanlty of vanttles' all ls vanlty. "
The fact that aLl llfe ls entroplc' leadlng toward d.eath' ls drlven
hone 1n thts book and, r thus, Orl-gen caLls lt natural , or tenporal.
It tel1s of Judgrnent, punlshnent and hell' ln terns as hopeless
and harsh as those of the Inferno. The persona the wrlte? adopts

ls that of the "Preacher. " In Proverbs, he 1s the "Fatherr" glvlng
advlce to hls son so that he nay Srow lnto rlShteousness. He

explalns the d.angers of the "Strange Woman " who leads to cupldlty'
and extols the vlrtues of the "Chaste Wlfei' who leads to wholeness

and uprlghtness. Orlgen cells the nature of Solononrs lanowledge

as presented ln thls book "noralr" and the atnosphere of confldence
In the noral penfectlblllty of Ean ls comparable to thet of SllISaf.qIJI.
The persona of the wrlter of the 9-g4g ls that of "Ioverr " whlch
welL descrlbes Dante the pllgrln as he appears ln Paradlso. Thls
rough correspondence between Solonon's three books and Dante's
cantlca ts lnterestlng. but lt ls not our purpose ln thls essay

to poslt any exact correspondence between theD.
A fourth book attrlbuted to Solonon ls lncluded ln the Vulgate'

but was only recently consld.ered offlclaI cafon: the Wlsdon

of Solomon. It portrays Wlsdon as a fenal-e god who nedletes
between nan and God and who speaks through Solonon. The book

was fanl]lar to Dante, as ls lndlcated by hls quotlng fron lt 1n

hls Lette? to Can Grande.
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Of the four works nentloned above' the SonA of Son8s ls
the one whlch Chrlstlan tradltlon has assoclated wlth the unseen

Eysterles of the after-Ilfe. of whlch resurrectlon ls one. Orlgen
wlote a connentary on the EglE tn whlch he systenetlcally al-legorlzed
lt. The two l-overs of the SonA, Solonon and Sheba, are seen to
represent ChTIst and the Church, and the Word and Soul-r as Groon

and Brlde. Whl1e the dlrect lnfluence of orlgen upon Dante cannot
be docunented, the lnfluence og6rtsen upon Benaard. can be tr"ced.19
Bernard, a key flgure ln the @4.!€_e., accepted the tradltlon
based on Orlgen's allegory and extend.ed lt. Slnce Brlde and Groon

lnaSery Is used ln the last part of PurRatorlo and throughout
Paradlso ln connectton wlth the nystery of resurrectlon, 1t seeDs

probable that Dante was aware of Ber1lald's lntetpretatlon of the
$g4g and, therefore, found lt most apt to put word of the nystlcal

narrlage ln the nouth of lts author, SoLonon.

Before golng further lnto d.lscusslon of the b4g es lt flgures
ln the Dlvlne Coned.y, we should conslder the tladltlonal concept
of Resur?ectton, espectally as lt 1s presented ln the Blble.

Resurrectlon ls the proEtsed rewerd of every chrlstlan for
hls falthr lt ls necessary for one to have falth ln the reallty

of Chrlst rs resurrectlon and hls own ln the Last Days lf one ls
to be saved.2o Jesus had power over death both ln terns of ralslng
hls fol-Lowers, such as Lazarus, and ln terrns of ralslng hlnself fron
the dead ln three alays as he proEtsedr "I should lose nothln8
(through deeth) but should ralse lt up agaln at the last day...every
one whlch seeth the Son and belleveth on hln nay have everlastlng

tl.fer and iI w111 ?a1se htn up at the lest day. " (,lonn 5:38-40 )

Resurrectlon ls to occur "ln a monent, ln the twlnkllng of



a

an eye, at the last trunps for the truEpet shall sound and we

shall be chan8ed. For thls corruptlble nust put on tnootruptlon
end thls lno?tal nust put on lnnortallty...then shal1 be brought
to pass the saylng that ls wrltten' Death ls swallowed up ln vlctory.'
(I Corlnthlans 15t52-541 Revelatlons 20r13 also 8lves an account

of thls event: "And the sea Seve up the deed whlch ere ln lt;
and death and hell dellvered up the deed. whlch were ln thern! and

they trere Judged every nan accordlng to hls works. "
The resurrected flesh ls to be llke the flesh of .r.sus?I

transforned. And "there ls to be nelther Jew nor Greek, there ls
to be nelther bond nor free, nor roale nor fenalel for ye ere alI
to be one ln chrlst Jesus." (Galatlans l!28) All restrlctlons of

the flesh are to be ellElnated because "the creature ltsel-f shall
be dellvered from the bondage of corruptlon lnto the glorlous
llberty of the chlldren of God." (@ 8r2I) The flesh ls to be

free and "of the flght, "22 but reuallsbly Llke fanlller nortal
f1esh. "Behold ny hand.s and feet," the rlsen Jesus says In Luke

?4t)p, 'see that lt ls I nyselfi handle ne, and. seet for a splrlt
hath not flesh and bones, es ye see ne have. " The partlcular ldentlty
of the resurrecteal person Is to be Dalntalned ln the outward forn by
whlch he was lmown ln llfe. Nonetheless, the body r11l be essentlally

"h"ng"d.2J The "vl1e body, " acco"dlng to Phllllplans l:21, shal1
be "fashloned llke unto hls glorlous body, accordlng to the worklng
whereby he ls able to subdue ell thlngs unto hlnseLf. "

In the eschatologlcal- schena offered by Chrlstlanlty, the
Resurrectlon of the body follors a serles of plagues end unnatural
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events. Accordlng to neveletlons' the four horsenen of the Apoc-
elypse wIlI be ?eleased upon the earth, fo]lowed by the seven pla8ues,
and the Battle o1 6pnagedon between the Antl-Chrlst and Chrlst. The

latter 1s vlctorlous, of course, and all bodles ate resurrected fron
the dead and src Judaed accordln8 to thelr actlons, or works.

Whlle the danned "". .orr{rrr.d to a second death due to the
Judgnent, the saved are granted a second blrth. They becone physlcally
part of the Clty of cod, resurrected Jerusalen. The City ls descrlbed
as "comlng dorn f?on God out of heaven, prepared. as a brlde adorred
for her husband. " (Revelatlons 2I:2) Jerusalen ls the Church
Trlunphant, the Hesurrected Church, whlch ls conposed of the resurrected
bodles and. saved souls of all bellevers. As lt 1s put ln Ronans

I2t4-J, "For as we have nany menbers ln one body and a1l nenbers
have not the sene offlcet so we, belng nany are one body ln Chrlst,
and every one menbers one of another,.' Or, ln terns closer to the
Earrlage netaphor, "And God hath both ralsed up the Lord and w111

el-so relse us up by hls own power. Know ye not that your bodles
are the EeEbers of Chrlst? Shall you take then the nenbers of
Chrlst and. nake them ner0bers of a harlot? God forbld. Know yet
ye not that he whlch ls Jolned to a harlot ls one body? For two,
salth he, shall be one flesh. But he that ls Jolned unto the Lord 1s
One Splrlt. " (I Corlnthlans 6 2l4-l.7 ) Thls ls a central paradox
ln Chrlstlan doctlrlne. Indlvldual ldentlty shall- be retatned and

fulfllled by the resurrectlon, yet at the sane tlne atl sha1l llteratly
becone one ln Chrlst,

The exect process by whlch the bodles of the bellevers ere



10'

to Joln lnto the "one body" whlch ls et once Chrlst rs body and the body
of hls Brlde, ls never nade expllelt ln the New Testanent, although
Isatah 50rJ has been taken by "or"24 to approxlnate what 1s to
take place. "Then, (when the Lord shall arlse upon thee and hls gl_ory

shal] be seen upon thee ) shalt thou see and f l-ow together and thlne
hea?t shall fear God end be en]arged because the ebundance of the
sea shalL be converted unto thee and the Gentlles shalI cone unto

a<thee."'r Epheslens 2zI4-?2 also offers en 1dea of the process
by whlch nany becone one3

But now ln Chrlst Jesus ye irho were sonetlne far offare nade nlgh by the blood of Chrlst. For he ls our peacel
who hath rned.e all one, and hath broken down the nlddlewal-I of partltlon between us. Havlng abotlshed ln hlsflesh the enulty, even the law of conEandnents contalnedln ordlnances, for to nake ln hlnself of twaln one new
IIra'n, so Eaklng peace...Now therefore ye ere no norestrangers and forelgnera, but fellow cltlzens wlth thesalnts and of the household of God I And are bulIt uponthe foundatlon of the apostLes and prophets, JesusChrlst hlEself belng the chlef cornerstone; fn whonall the bul1dlng fltly frened together groweth unto anholy tenple of the Lord r fn whon ye w111 be bulldedtogether for an hebltatlon of cod through the Splrlt.

Just as the body tfe s consldered the tenple of God ln the New

Testanent, the Resurrected Church was to be e tenple constructed
of nany bodles and souls. Another passage ln the sane book,
Bpheslans 5t25-)2, works out the brlde./groon Eetaphor ln detalL,
relatlng lt to the "one body" concept!

Husbends love your wlves, eventhe Church, and gave hlnself,for lt; that he nlght sanctlfy
washlng of water by the Word,

as Chrlst also lovedthe sevlour of the body,
and cleanse lt wlth thethat he nlght present lt
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lt to hlnself a glorlous church, not havlng spot nor wrlnkle,
or any subh thlngr but that lt should be holy and wlthout
b1eBtsh. So ought nen to love thelr wlves as thelr ownbodles. He that loveth hls nlfe, Ioveth hlnself. For no
ltan ever yet hated hls own flesh, but nourlsheth and cher-lsheth lt, even as the Lord the Church. For re are meBbersof hls body, of hls flesh arld hls bones. For thls causeshalI a rnan leave h1s father and nother and shal] be Jolnedunto hls wlfe, and they tro shalL be one flesh.

Thes€ two passagos fron pplqlgg heve been quoted. at length
because they clarlfy the relatlonshlp between the brlde/Eroon
netaphor and the ld.ea of the One Body ln Chrlst, or the Besurrect€d
Church. lJhet Orlgen and those who foLlowed after hln ear ln thls
cholce of lEagery was the lEp1lcatlon that urlon between Chr1st
and. the Church, akln perhaps to serusl unlon, w111 take place when

tlne has ceased. Dante conslders and eranlnes thts lnplloatlon ln
the !!g!p Conedy.



SECTION II I

The Douay verslon of the Blble' translated fron the Vulgate'
prefaces the SonF of SonAs wlth a conclse sulDEary of tts neanln8
as offlclally allegorlzed by the cathollc churchs

Thls Book ls caIIed the Cantlcle of cantlcLes' that
ls to say the nost excellent of all cantlcles concern-
lng the unlon of God and hls people, and partlcularly
of Chrlst and hls spouse3 whlch ls here begun by
love and ls to be eternal ln heaven. The spouse ofchrlst ls the Church: nore especlal-ly as to the
happlest part of lt, the perfect soul' of whlch every
one ls Hls Beloved. but above all otherst the In-
Daculate and ever blessed Vlrgln ltlother.'

Clearly the nost erottc portlon of the BlbLe' the @ has

always been safely locked away under the label of allegory by

orthodor rellglon. Accordlng to nalnstrean Hebrew tradltlon.
a tnan nas not allowed to ?ead lt before he was thlrty and past
the "tenptatlon of the flesh." The sensual level of the song

was denled by Orthodox Jewry ln fevor of an abstract portrayl
of the conplex relatlonshlp between God and the peopJ.e of Israel.
Desplte thls effort to declare the erotlc content of the song

extrlnslc to the neanlng, the vltallty of lts sexrlallty
coufd not be surpressed ent1reIy. Eaily Chrlstlan coDEentato?s,
whose lnfluence Is stlll felt as we can see fron the Douay

Introductlon quoted above, recognlzed the essentlal sexuallty of
the poeE and proJected lt onto the allegorlca1 level-. O?lgen,
one of the flrst lnportent chrlstlan nystlcal wrlters, wrote
ertenslvely on the flrst two chapters of the Song, but di€d
before he could allegorlze lt ent1re1y. IIls lnfluence wes so

peruasLve that by the Mlddle Ages, lt becene alnost luposslble
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to talk of the flnal unlon between God and the Resurrected church
wtthout enploylng na?rlage terns fron the SonA of Songs.2 Bernard
was especlally tnfluenced by Ortgents work.3 Bernardrs lnner
llfe "was nodelled upon the Song of $-q.S., the book whlch gg@
tl tale 4g., "4 Bernard ts lnf luence on Dante ls clearly denonstrated
by the cruclal role he plays ln the Conedy, as well as by the
role glven hls thought ln Denters theology. A large pa.rt of hls
thought ls erpressed 1n terns of the nar?lage netaphor fTon the
Song of Songst to understand the connotatlons of Danters lnagery
fron the gong, therefore. lt ls necessary to exantne the allegory
as lt reeched hln through Benrard..

Origen's allegory ertends the Detephor of Chrlst as the
Groon and the Church/Soul as the Brlde whlch had long erlsted ln
the New Testanent. Chrlst rs flrst nlracle was tur"llng water tnto
wlne at Mary's request for e weddlng at Cana.5 ttrts act opens the
stay of the croon on earth. John the Baptlst actually calls Jesus
"the brldegroon" the flrst tlne ln the Gospels. (.lofrn 3:29) I-ater,
erplalnlng why hls dlsclples eat on the Sabbath, Jesus says r "Can
the chlldren of the brld.echanber nourn so long as the brldegroon ls
wlth then? But the d.ay w111 cone when the brldegroon shall be

taken fron then and then shall they fast." (Matthew 9s15) He

conpares the klngdon of heaven to a narrlage feast ln Matthew
22zl--l'4, and refers to hlnseLf as a grooD ln the faElllar story
of the fooltSh vlrglns. (Matthew 25rl--73. ) There are nore exauples
ln the Gospels, but let these sufflce. The later books of the
New Testanent developed upon thls notIf, unbnowlngly preparlng
the pSround. for Orlgen end h1s followers.
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Uentloned ear1ler, ln dlscusslon of resur?ectlon, were the
passages fron !@!4![!4g 5:1J and Epheslens Jt2J-)2, both of
whlch say that all Chrlstlans w1ll be "nenbers of Chrlst rs body"
upon resurrectlon and that thls one body !rI]L be the brlde of Chrlst.
The Brlde w111 be of "one sptrlt" wlth H1n, even as nen and wonen

on earth are "one Uoay. "6 PauI wrltes to the Church at Corlnthr
"for f an Jealous over you wlth Godly Jealousyt for I have Gpoused
you to One Husband., that I rnay present you as a chaste vlrgln to
Chrlst. " (II Corlnthlans 1112) Thls Eetaphor ls nade agaln ln
Ronans /14: "Wherefore, roy b?ethern, ye also becone d.eed to the
1aw by the body of Chrlst i that ye shuld be Earrled to Another,
even to H1n who ls ralsed fron the dead, that we should brlng forth
frult unto God." The nost expllclt evocatlon of Inagery fron the
Song whlch occurs ln the New Testanent, however, ls found ln
ReveLatlons, chapters L9-22. After the four horsenen are released,
but before the Last Jud.gEent, John hears a volce of "nany waters anal

nany thund.ers " that says:

Let us be glad. and reJolce, and glve honour to Hlnlfor the Darrlage of the LaEb ls coDe and. hls wlfe hath
nade herself read.y. And to her was granted tlrat she shouldbe arrayed ln flne llnen, clean and wblte, for the flne1lnen ls the rlghteousness of salnts. r And He salth untothey whlch are called unto the

Ianb. . .6 (Revelatlons 19t?-9)
ne, Wrlter Bl-essedEerrlage supper of

After the Lest Jud.gnent, John ls totd to "Cone hlther, I wllt
shew thee the Brlde, the Lanb.s Wlfer" (Chapter 21 r9) and ls
shown the Clty of God whlch he descrlbes 1n great detall. Jesus
te11s John, "Behold, I cone qulckly" three tlnes ln Chapter 22,

are
the
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and "The Sprlt and the Brlde say, Cone. And l-et hln that
heareth say, Cone. And fet h1n that ls ethlrst coue. And

whosoever w111, 1et h1n take the water of Llfe freely...Surely f
cone qulckly" " Thls Last passage ls cleerly reDlnescent of the
Sons's repeated lnvltatlons to sexual pleasure fron both naln
flgures .9

orlgen belleved that nen have lnner senses (lnner sensorlun)
glven by grace to each soul. These senses can coDblne ln countless
ways to produce varlous splrltua1 states. There ls lnner slght'
hearlng, snell, taste and touch. The soul's d.uty ls to develop
these senses, for to let then dte ls splr1tual death.l0

Bonaventura, wrltlng nearly one thousand years leter, expands

orlgenrs conept !

By falth ln chrlst, the uncreated Word' the soul
recaptures two nystlcel senses of hearlng and vlslon!
heartng to accept the seylngs, and vlslon wlth whlch to
contenplate the splendours of hls llaht. By th6 vlrtue
of Hope, the souL slghs for the conlng or the l{ord.
and beglns anew to experlence the Eweet odour of chrlstt
as by a verltable senze of snel1 . Flna11yr by love ofChrlst, hastenlng to enbrace the Word Incararate who conest
the soul recelves ln retur"r fron HIn such a heavenlydellght that ln a very ecstacy of love It f lnd.s ltse1f
anew expertenclng such a feellng of lntlnacy as can only
be conpared. wlth the physlcal sERses of taste and touch.
The soul adorned wlth these new senses ls 1lke the Spouse
ln the sons of 99!gg, dellghtlng tn all of her sensesln the presence of the Brldegroon, celebratlng ln songlts unlon wlth God.11

In Sernon 1l of @. on the Sons of 9-945. ' Bernard llnks
these nystlcal senses wlth the IncaraEtlon. Slnce God was nade

f1esh, fLesh was Eade sensltlve to the Dlvlne through Love.

"Love of the heart ls ln a nanner canlaL," he wrltes, "wlth whlch
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the heart of nan ls affected toward Chrlst accordlng to the flesh
and towa?ds the actlons he d1d whlLe ln the flesh. I conslder the
prlnclple cause of thls that God, who 1s lnvlslble, wllled to
render Hlnself vlslble ln the F1esh to dwel1 as l,lan anong nen. "
Thus, Bernard afflrns the body, conslderlng lts lnpulses and senses

naturalJ.y good because they help nan relate to God.

Havlng ielnterpreted the senses so that they are not
netaphorlcal . yet stlll not carnaL, but rather rnystlcal, orlgen
exanlnes the flrst ve?se of the Sg4gr "Let hln klss Ee vrlth the
klsses of hls nouth, for thy breasts are better than wlne. "
He sees thls as a plea for dlrect splrltual contact ln the forn
of words, whlch Ilke klsses proceed. fron the nouth. rle goes lnto
B?eat detall to explaln why the Brlde refers to her lover as "hln"
and. then lDmedlately lndlcates hls presence, by saylng "thy breastsi'
Chrtst fulfllls the prayer of the pure splrlt so qulckly that he

actually appears to her betv.een her flrst and second phrase.
The sense of snell ls brou8ht ln ln the next verses, when

the Brld.e says thet she w111 run after Hln "to the odour of thy
olntnents." Betnardl2 ldentlfles the sweet sneII of olntnent lrlth
scrlptural revelatlon, gllnpses of eternal ttuth, and bases thls
on If Corlnthlans 14: "God...naketh nanlfest the savour of hls
lmowledge by us In every p1ace. "13

Detalls of lnterpretatlon such as those above alloweal Orlgen
to const?uct a coherent love story on the Ilteral 1evel out of the
Sonr. Each shlft ln tlme or volce or tense neant sonethlng had

"happened. " on the level of plot. What nakes trylng to force
the song lnto a coherent story dlfflcult ls the fact of lts
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fragnentary constructlon, va?ylng ln age and authorshlp. Slnce
there ls llttle to be galned fron stxnIarlzlng hls plot surface, then,
or lnltatlng hls effort to "nake sense" ort of the gg4g, thls essay
wllL select elenents fron hls work whlch apply nost dlrectLy to
the Dlvlne Conedy.

The nystlcal sense of taste.becones lnportant ln the Mlddle
Ages as a Eeans for beLtevers to Eake contact wlth God.I4 In
Chapter 2z) of the $e46, the BTlde te1ls us, "As the apple tree
anong the trees of the woods, so ls ny beloved anong the sons. I
sat down und.er hls shedow, whom f deslred; and hls frult was sweet
to ny palate. He brought ne lnto the cellar of wlne, he set ln
order charlty ln ne." orlgen saw thls passage as referrlng dlrectly
to the sacranent of Connunlon, tn whlch flte "apple" whlch drops
fron the tree,/lover ls the llost and the 'cell-er of wlne" the place
where the Blood ls kept, the heart of Chr1st.15 Tastlng the body
of chrtst was seen as necessary to salvatlon by pa.rl .15 Connunlon
aLso served. as the synboltc renlnder that the seved are all one
body ln Chrlst I "For we belng rlany are one bread, and one body,
for we are all partakers of that one bread." (I Corlnthlans 10:12)
The reason that lt was lnportant to lngest Chrlst rs body, accordlng
to Orlgen, was that lt was the resurrected., transforned bod.y of
Chrlst whlch, once swallowed, acted upon the physlcat senses to
transforn then to nystlcal senses through whlch tnFn could percelve

coa.17 Thus, those "who have tasted of the Good Word...have tasted
of the world to come. " (Hebrews 615)18

The passage fron the Ug quoted above, Chapte? 2 I l, has
another slgnlflcance central to Chnisttanlty and to the Conedy.




